Fort Ord RAB & the Concur Inc. Final Report

1999 CPEO Military List Archive

From: OrdToxics@aol.com

Date: Mon, 14 Jun 1999 16:45:52 -0700 (PDT)
Reply: cpeo-military

Subject: Fort Ord RAB & the Concur Inc. Final Report

_To: schechter. debbi e@pa. gov (Debbi e Schechter),
cooper. vi ol a@pamai | . epa. gov (Vi ol a Cooper)

Ms. Viola Cooper
Community Rel ations Coor di nat or
US EPA, Region 9

_Cc: Fort Ord RAB Menbers

_Subject: Fort Od Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Final Report - Concur,
I nc.

Dear Vi ol a Cooper:

| would like to receive a copy of Concur, Inc.'s Fort Ord RAB Fi nal Report
(1999) which | believe contain the results of the Concur facilitation
teams effort in attenpting to work through the many probl ens between the
Arnmy's Fort Ord RAB nanagenent and Fort Ord RAB Community Menbers, al ong
wi th other |ocal residents.

| have read the Arny's and EPA's letters to us, as RAB Community Menbers.

| understand the Arnmy's viewpoint, even though |I DO NOT AGREE with COL.
Dawson's actions and dispute his conclusions in support of disbanding the
Fort Ord RAB. Again, | want to point out that an Installation Commander
does not have the authority to unilaterally disband a Restoration Advisory
Board, nor does either of the regul atory agenci es.

Addi tionally, | am shocked US-EPA, Region 9, has allowed the Arny to

di sbanding the Fort Od RAB ... while 15 local residents are applying to
becone RAB Community Menbers and have RAB applications pending ... | find
this deeply disturbing, especially in light of the EPA s invol venment and
comm tment to the KEYSTONE Di al ogues and the resulting KEYSTONE Docunent

( FFERDC Report)!

The Arny's resulting process at Fort Od is nowa terrible nmess with the
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Arny devoting nuch of its time to rehearsals for the BCI, Arny's staff and
contractors. The Public Meeting Agendas are failing to address the issues
of local residents, and the BCT (Arny & regul atory agencies) is unable to
cope with the di sconnect between the public's desire to effect the
restoration of the Arny Base and the information and tine available to
address residents issues.

Additionally, during this ongoing public participation fiasco, the Arny is
attenpting to conduct sone other alternative, yet undefined "conmunity

I nvol venent process” without its legally required Community Rel ations Pl an
(CRP), as it is seven years out of date!

The only reason the Arny has had to slowits land transfers and "interim
actions" is not because they are voluntarily responding to our communities
concerns, is because of the |awsuits brought by |local citizens, who have
continuously nmade their concerns known through the RAB process at Fort Od
(1993-1999).

So ... the question is, what do we do now, since the Arny's "Fort O d RAB
Di sbandnment " ?

1. Do we (disbanded RAB nenbers & di senfranchi sed public) sue in court
for a RAB?

2. Do we sit by while Arny dunps toxic, contam nated |and on us, and
wai t

for the regulatory agencies to act in our behal f?

3. Do we sit on our hands while the Arny nakes hal fhearted attenpts at
rewiting its CRP, which they have failed to do seven tines, over the
past

seven years?

4. Dow ... ... ?

Pl ease provide ne and ot her RAB Community Menbers with a copy of Concur's
final report, findings and recomendati ons? Please send ne a copy of the
final report and associated material s.

| would like to see what it is that Concur's final report actually
docunents. | amespecially interested since the CONCUR process was ended
so abruptly, and w thout any attenpt at inplenenting any portion of the
agreenents and progress that CONCUR was able to achi eve.

| amstill trying to understand who (agencies and individuals) nade the

deci sion(s), and how (by what process) it was determ ned that to divert

the EPA' s ongoi ng "CONCUR PROCESS' (at the eleventh hour) in to a

di sbanding of the Fort Ord RAB was sonething in the best interest of the
residents and | ocal comrunities surrounding the Fort Ord Superfund Site.
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If you can shed any light on this very nysterious process and resulting
deci si ons pl ease do.

Respectful ly,

Curt Gandy

Fort Ord RAB Menber &
Executive Director

Fort Ord Toxics Project
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